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Previous studies

I Consensus: gender bias in media coverage has decreased over time

I Disagreement: nature and extent of remaining biases

I Studies tend to rely on relatively small samples and manual coding

(Kahn and Goldenberg 1991; Kahn 1994; Smith 1997; Bystrom et al. 2001; Banwart
et al. 2003; Heldman et al. 2005; Jalalzai 2006; Fowler and Lawless 2009; Gershon
2012; Hayes et al. 2014; Baitinger 2015; Escobar-Lemmon et al. 2016; Ward 2016;
Kittilson and Fridkin 2008; Dunaway et al. 2013; Lühiste and Banducci 2016; Hayes and
Lawless 2015; Fiechtner et al. 2016)
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Our approach

I Almost comprehensive sample of newspaper coverage of the 2015
Swiss national elections (2.5 months, 70 sources, 200,000+ articles,
all 3900 candidates)

I Analysis in three steps:

1. Candidate level: number of mentions and number of articles with
mentions (negative binomial models)

2. Article level: which topics are associated with male and female
candidates? ⇒ Structural topic models (Roberts et al. 2014; Roberts
et al. 2016)

3. Article level: within topics, which words are associated with male and
female candidates? ⇒ Structural topic models (Roberts et al. 2014;
Roberts et al. 2016)
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Results: Attention

Documents Documents Mentions Mentions

(Intercept) 1.22∗∗∗ 1.22∗∗∗ 1.36∗∗∗ 1.37∗∗∗

(0.12) (0.12) (0.12) (0.12)
Woman −0.45∗∗∗ −0.48∗∗∗ −0.45∗∗∗ −0.48∗∗∗

(0.05) (0.05) (0.05) (0.05)
Incumbent 2.86∗∗∗ 2.73∗∗∗ 2.85∗∗∗ 2.72∗∗∗

(0.09) (0.11) (0.10) (0.12)
Woman × Incumbent 0.39∗ 0.41∗∗

(0.20) (0.21)
Federal Councillor 5.10∗∗∗ 5.11∗∗∗ 5.10∗∗∗ 5.11∗∗∗

(0.51) (0.51) (0.54) (0.54)

Party fixed effects Yes Yes Yes Yes
Canton fixed effects Yes Yes Yes Yes

Num. obs. 3913 3913 3913 3913

Negative binomial models. ∗∗∗p < 0.01, ∗∗p < 0.05, ∗p < 0.1
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Results: Topics
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Results: Topics
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Results: Topics
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Results: Topics
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Results: Content
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Conclusion

I Less media attention to female candidates only if non-incumbent; no
gender bias for incumbents

I Topics co-vary with the gender of candidates mentioned in the articles

I Content of topics not obviously biased at first sight

Much left to do!

14 / 18



References

Baitinger, G. (2015).
Meet the press or meet the men? examining women’s presence in american news media.
Political Research Quarterly 68(3), 579–592.

Banwart, M. C., D. G. Bystrom, and T. Robertson (2003).
From the primary to the general election: A comparative analysis of candidate media

coverage in mixed-gender 2000 races for governor and us senate.
American Behavioral Scientist 46(5), 658–676.

Bystrom, D. G., T. A. Robertson, and M. C. Banwart (2001).
Framing the fight an analysis of media coverage of female and male candidates in primary

races for governor and us senate in 2000.
American Behavioral Scientist 44(12), 1999–2013.

Dunaway, J., R. G. Lawrence, M. Rose, and C. R. Weber (2013).
Traits versus issues: How female candidates shape coverage of senate and gubernatorial

races.
Political Research Quarterly 66(3), 715–726.

Escobar-Lemmon, M. C., V. Hoekstra, A. Kang, and M. C. Kittilson (2016).
Just the facts? media coverage of female and male high court appointees in five democracies.
Politics & Gender 12(2), 254–274.

15 / 18



References

Fiechtner, S., P. Schönhagen, and M. Puppis (2016).
Gender und medien im vorfeld der eidgenössischen wahlen 2015.
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