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Twitter Will Ban All Political
Ads, C.E.O. Jack Dorsey Says

The action by Twitter is a stark contrast to how Facebook handles political
advertising. Jeff Chiu/Associated Press

(https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/30/technology/twitter-political-ads-ban.html)
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Digital democracy means that digital technology...

1. ..changes how public administration works
2. ..enables new forms of political engagement
3. ..affects how citizens form political opinions
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Einfach. Sicher. Praktisch. ﬂ SwissID

Jetzt kostenlos anmelden: swissid.ch Meine digitale Identitat

(https://www.swissid.ch) |
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E-ID-Referendum

Wir wollen keinen

Swiss E-ID

digitalen Schweizer Pass Nussinger [
von privaten
Unternehmen!

BRvo0 W)
Der Bundesrat und das Parlament wollen einen historischen EIREES )

Systemwechsel Private Unternehmen sollen in Zukunft den
digitalen Schweizer Pass (E-ID) ausstellen und sensible private
Daten verwalten. An die Stelle des staatlichen Passbiiros treten

Grossbanken, Versicherungsgesellschaften und staatsnahe Unterstﬁtze diese Kampagne
Konzerne. b " A ),

S jetzt mit deiner Unterschrift.
Der Bundesrat und das Parlament wollen einen historischen

Systemwechsel: Private Unternehmen sollen in Zukunft den Anrede
digitalen Schweizer Pass (E-ID) ausstellen und sensible private

Daten verwalten. An die Stelle des staatlichen Passbiiros treten Frau -
Grossbanken, Versicherungsgesellschaften und staatsnahe
Konzerne. Vorname
Die E-ID ist eine der demokratiepolitisch wichtigsten
Entscheidungen: Es geht um die offizielle Identitét der Biirgerinnen
Nachname

und Biirger der Schweiz. Vertrége, Finanztransaktionen,
Gesundheitsinformationen und auch Behérdengeschifte, wie die
Steuererkldrung oder die politische Entscheidungsfindung, werden
zukiinftig digital mit Hilfe einer E-ID abgewickelt werden.

Ein Umfragen zeigt, dass Uber 80% der Bevdlkerung den digitalen

Pass vom Staat beziehen wollen. Statt dem Wunsch der
Bevélkerung Rechnung zu tragen, verabschiedet sich der Bund und
das Parlament mit der Privatisierung der E-ID von einer staatlichen
Kernaufgabe. Dagegen ergreifen wir das Referendum! Danke fiir
Ihre Unterstiitzung.

(https://wecollect.ch/) S
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While internet advertising is incredibly
powerful and very effective for
commercial advertisers, that power
brings significant risks to politics, where
it can be used to influence votes to
affect the lives of millions.

1:05 pm - 30 Oct 2019
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Why big tech should fear Europe

To understand the future of Silicon Valley, cross the Atlantic

_ﬁ.;ﬁ.’.é“’

Lusa D'Usbine

(https://www.economist.com/leaders/2019/03/23/why-big-tech-should-fear-europe)
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Breaking Up Facebook
Would Be a Big Mistake

Disliking big tech companies is not a sound legal basis for
dismantling them.

By TYLER COWEN JUNE 13,2019 - 7:30 AM

(https://slate.com/technology/2019/06/

facebook-big-tech-antitrust-breakup-mistake.html)
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Lawmakers seem confused about what
Facebook does — and how to fix it

If lawmakers want to regulate Facebook, they might need to get on the same
page about what problem they’re trying to solve.
By Emily Stewart | Apr 10, 2018, 7:50pm EDT

(https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/4/10/17222062/

mark-zuckerberg-testimony-graham-facebook-regulations) -


https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/4/10/17222062/mark-zuckerberg-testimony-graham-facebook-regulations
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/4/10/17222062/mark-zuckerberg-testimony-graham-facebook-regulations

A research agenda: four questions

1. How are problems framed as politically relevant in a context
increasingly dominated by digital technology?

2. How can problem definition be measured using computational
social science approaches?

3. How do political actors frame policy responses to digital
technology's implications for democracy, and why?

4. What impact do different policy frames have on opinions
regarding policy responses to digital technology’s implications for
democracy?



Why it matters: substance

> Understand policy responses to digital technology’s implications
for democracy

>~ Highly salient problem, acute need for expertise
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Why it matters: theory

>~ Literature on digital technology and politics doesn’t consider
problem definition

>~ Agenda setting and problem definition literatures don’t consider
the role of digital technology
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Why it matters: methods

> Elusive problem: the empirical measurement of policy frames
with observational data

>~ Potentially useful for many different questions

16 /28



Problem definition — policy frames

> Problem definition: “policy problems are not a priori givens but
rather are matters of definition; what is at issue in the
agenda-building process is not just which problems will be
considered but how those problems will be defined” (Elder and
Cobb, 1984, 115)

>~ Policy frames: “the presentation or discussion of an issue from a
particular viewpoint to the exclusion of alternate viewpoints”
(Baumgartner et al,, 2008, 106)

(Gilardi et al.,, 2019)

17128



Austria, the ‘ashtray of Europe’, bans
smoking at eateries

Updated 6 days ago - Published on 1 Nov 2019 9:20PM - 0 Comments

(https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/s/194076)
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[l Smoking prohibited in worksites, restaurants, and bars
[ Smoking prohibited in two venue types

[ Smoking prohibited in one venue type

[] Less restrictive or no restrictions
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Empirical approach

Smoking bans in US states, 1996-2013
560,000 newspaper articles, 49 newspapers, 49 states
Supervised classification to identify relevant paragraphs (< 5%)

Y Y Yy

Unsupervised text analysis of newspaper paragraphs (topic
modeling, STM) (Roberts et al., 2016)

(Gilardi et al,, 2019)
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Measuring policy frames

> Which aspects of smoking bans are emphasized in a text?
~ Topics < frames (DiMaggio et al., 2013)
> More precisely:

- Topics as building blocks of frames
- Topic correlations as indicator of complexity of frames

21/ 28
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Topic correlations
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Time trends
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Diffusion
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Problem definition in the digital democracy

>~ Understand policy-making in the digital age using computational
social science tools

> Understand political responses to digital technology’s
implications for democracy
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