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Political implications of digital technology

1. Political communication and opinion formation
2. State-citizen interactions (eGovernment)
3. Political participation (civic tech)
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An infrastructure for data collection and analysis
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Datasets

≻ Social media: 1 million tweets in the context of Swiss politics
(1,500 users, January-October 2019); 20,000 Facebook posts from
the public pages of 261 Swiss politicians (January–October 2019).

≻ Newspapers: over 10.3 million articles from 86 Swiss media
(online and print) since 2012.

≻ Press releases: over 43,000 press releases from Swiss parties,
government actors, and interest groups since about 2010
(depending on source).

≻ Television: complete transcripts of “SRF Arena,” Switzerland’s
most important political show, 2010–2019 (about 450 shows).
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Pilot study: Swiss national elections 2019
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Access to infrastructure and datasets

1. Secondary datasets (e.g. press releases, speeches): open
· Must cite DigDemLab paper
· May be listed as DigDemLab output

2. Primary datasets (e.g. SMD, social media) or infrastructure:
restricted to fellows

· Fellows can be resident or non-resident
· Co-authorship with at least one co-PI
· Must cite DigDemLab paper

3. Call for (non-resident) fellowships (international)
· Access to primary datasets or infrastructure for joint project
· Possibly with travel support for short-term visits
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